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Penelope Thornton-McClure manages a Rhode Island bookshop rumored to be haunted. When a

bestselling author drops dead signing books, the first clue of foul play comes from the store's

full-time ghost-a PI murdered on the very spot more than fifty years ago.Is he a figment of Pen's

overactive imagination? Or is the likable, fedora-wearing specter the only hope Pen has to solve the

crime?Â 
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Mix in a young mystery store owner, the ghost of a private detective (circa the late 1940s and very

Philip Marlowe-like), and the murder of a rather unlikable mystery novelist, and you'll get the

wonderfully engaging and engrossing "The Ghost and Mrs. McClure," the first installment in the

Haunted Bookshop mystery series.Following the death of her husband, Penelope

Thornton-McClure, decides to pack up her bags and son (Spenser) and move back home to

Quindicott, Rhode Island. Using the insurance money from her husband's policy, Penelope buys

half ownership of her aunt's bookstore, renames it (BUY THE BOOK) and starts remodeling the



whole place. But Penelope ideas don't just end with the extensions, new furniture and lighting, she's

also decided to start featuring authour events at the sore. And in a coup, has actually nabbed the

famous mystery novelist, Timothy Brennan, to talk about and sign his latest book. What Penelope

did not count on was that Brennan would turn out to be such a rotter or that he would keel over and

die in the middle of his talk, right in front of his audience, or that the police would actually start

eyeing her as a viable suspect when it turns out that Brennan's death was a suspicious one.

Fortunately for Penelope she has her very own private investigator working on the case: the store's

own resident ghost, private detective Jack Shepard. With Jack's help, things are bound to be

cleared up soon -- that is once Penelope gets used to the notion that her store is being haunted by

Jack, and that she's about the only person around who can hear him...Even though this was a

rather straight forward read, I practically stayed up till late in order to finish the book -- it was that

enjoyable a read.
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